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An Infervicw with

EILLE NORWOOD

by FENN SHERIE

MTHERLOCK HOIMES has come fto
S life once again! The adventures ol
b the most famous detective of fiction,

ariginglly & leading feature of THE
Strann  MAGARINE, are being re-told in a
new form through the medium of the cinema
SCTeeT.

In a commer of the pigantic studios of
the Sioll Productions at Cricklewood has
" been erected a perfect replicn of Holmes's
\. \“"‘-\.. famouns residence at 1.4y, Baker Strect

Mo a full-sized house of wood and

M:. Eille Norwood in the character of Sherlock Holmes, and in private Gfe.
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plaster, to' all appeamnces as solid: usthe
original. Here, when * exterior "' scenes are
being filmed, supers may be seen strolling
along the footpath to represent passers-by,
whilat all forms of whesled traffic pass down
the ' road,” motor-cars draw up at the en-
trance to the house, and, in fact, the entire
atmosphere of o London street is so faith-
fully reproduced that when the picture is
thrown on the screen it is impossible to
detect that the scene was not taken out of
doors. Indeed, the mechanical side of this
masterpiece of deception is so complete that
the producer can even order rain or sunshine
as he requires !

Inside the house, on the first foor, is the
detective's study,  Relics and curios, musty
books, foul-looking pipes, ancient tobacco-
jars, chemical apparatus, and other impedi-
metita are scattersd about in o manner
typical of the untidy but studious bachelor.
Indeed, the " atmasphere "' of the apartment
i% 20 convincing that when the dazzling arc-
lamps dre turmed off and the noises of the
studlio warkors have ceased, the visitor who
wanders into the apartment fecls somewhat
like a tourist standing opon historncal ground
—it seems as though Sherlock Holmes him-
self had actually existed, and that this, his
home, had been preserved untouched as a
relic of the past

Since November last the whirring cameris
have recorded unpon thousands of feet of
film no fewer than fifteen separate photo-
plavs based on the origingl short stories by
Sir A, Conan Deyle, and by the time that this
article appears the fisst of these will have
been released to the public

The outstanding feature of these prodoec-
tions is the wonderful characterization of
the rile of Sherlock Holmes by the well-
known actor Eille Norwood, than whom no
man more eminently suitable for the part
could have been chosen,

In the first place, lus facial charncteristics
are such that, with the sialful application of
grease-paint and an alteration in the dressing
of the hair—which, by the way, necessitiles
the use of a raxor and entails a certain amonnt,
of physical pain every time it is broshed
backwards—he presents a troly remarkable
likeness to the popular conception of the
great detective,

Moreover, he is naturally of a calm and
confemplative temperament, aned his bearing,
hoth on and off the screen, is entirely in
keeping with the character of Holmes,
Apropos of his stolidity of countenance, the
following amusing story, which is teld in
Mr. Norwood's club, may be of interest.

One evening, during a round of poker,
Eille Norwoord suddenly doubled the stakes

*I wonider if he's bluffing,” said one of
his oppotents

Sherlock Holmes disguised as the newsvendor

in " The Tiger of San Pedro.”" The effect of

the hare-lip is obtained by skilful shading with

grease-paint, whilst the other features are chis-

torted E;l mechanical deviees invented by the
actor himsell,

* Impossible to tell,'" said another. " The
beggar's got the face of a sphinx.”

" Truly spoken,” added the third man.
" Every time 1 go to {he British Museum
and encounter the mummy of one of the
Kameses [ always say, * Halloa, Eille, old
chap, how are you 7 '"

“Well,” said the actowr, slowly removing
the pipo from his mouth, " as o matter ol
fact | have always felt that 1 could play
faro better than poker.” .

To return to the ull]qu:l_‘!, of the films,
however, Eille Norwood « greatest asset in



Sherlock Holmes on the Film

A taxi-cab driver in © A
Scondal in Bohemia.” When
Mr. Norwood first assumed this
Jlillpl'nl:‘lfnbh: di!ml:'lic |||:' CAME vVery
neat to being ejected from the studio as
a trespasser |

enacting the #&fe of the dete tive-1s Ins
remarkable skill in the art of Jdisguise
winch may be judeed from the accom
panyving illustrations

~ In"A Scandal in Bohemia,” the first
Sherlock Holmes short story ever |||j':
the author made Dr. Watson

not merely that Holme
changed his  costume
His expression, b
manner, his very soul
seomid to var
with every [resh
part that )
assumed,”
Eulogisti

though they
may be, thios

%4

o

In this remarkahble {‘Hsguiir' of the !apanﬂc npium-nmnkcr
no grease-painl whalever was rmplng‘ﬁi, the sha_pc of
the eves being sltered by a process of strapping,
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vords which were written in praise of
the fictitious Holmes may be applicd
without reservation to the living cha
racter as portrayed by Eille Norwood

Interviewed - his dressing-room at
the studio, Mr. Norwood related some
intoresting . experiences in connoction
with: the vanous disguises he has
.rli'IFJ:i'\' for these films, and revealed,
for the first time, some of the methods
which he has invented to obtain such
i :LII-!H.' [ “1"!' =

‘It has mven me the greatest
pleasure,” he sawl. " to hear that mv
Hagulses hnve won the approval of the
brilliant creator of Sherlock Holmes
A< an actor of long standing, 1 have
muidle it my business to study make-up
in all its branches, but my advent into
the realms of the silent driunn opencd
up an entirely new field of research in
the art of dispuise, and 1 bhad 1o make
a gootd many experimonts before 1
could  take up the rde of Sherlock
Haolmes wath abtwolute confidence

* Disguises that are excellent for the
theatre are imposaible for the screen
The searching eyve of the camera finds

A clever impersonation of a tramp from “The
Beryl Coronet,” in which the droop of the
lower lid ol the right eve is a noteworthy
feature. None of the photographs here re-
produced has been in any way re-touched.

The old Noncon-
tormist minister is one
of four disguisesin A
Secandalin Bohemia."”
In I]‘hil M. f‘-'orwood
has been particularly
successful in conceal-
ing the join of the
kzld pste.

-
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out and reveals every join, hing, and trick of
the actor, and so the dificulty of self-cfiace-
nsifiedd. For ex-

ment 5 extraordinarily int
ample, the man whose hair aml he are still

attachied to each other finds it impessible to

wedar an artificial  beald paate of the usual
pattern without showing a line where the wig
joins the forehend. Indecd, it i on record

that one well-known star, who made up mar-

virllonsly as a Chinaman on the stage, had o

s I thie petual wie
he wore for the Tt
because the joining

lipe coukd not be con

cealed in the neces.
sary * close- * ant
as the only alterna-

tive, he actually went
to the trouble and
inconvenience ol shav-
ing his head entirely
1 am glad to say
that, after o deal of
experiment, [ have
spcceeded in discover-
ing n means of owver-
coming this difficulty,
and, as yvou see, the
wig which I wore as
the Nonconformist
minister, admirabily
constrocted to my de-
sign by Willie Clark-
son, shows no join ol
any description
In the theatre,
one has the softening
piiect of the footlights
pnil distance, two in
valuahle aids to the
actor; in fAlm work
one has neither—for
the large °close-ups '
bring the screen actor
nearer to the observer
at the back ol the gal
lery than the artist on
the stage to the front
For
this reason he cannot
fix artificial pads on
the cheeks to [atten
the face amd some
other means must be
emploved to gain the
efiect Again, if a nusal disguise require
immediate removal—as 5 necessary in more
than one of the Sherlock Holmes pictures—
common ar garmden nose-paste availeth not |
" Apart from the dificulty of making each
disguise so perfect that even the all-seeing
eve of the camera will not reveal (t, 1 have
alsn to bear in mind that every character 1
adopt must be superimposed on the male-

row of the stalls

In' The E.mpl'_r House ™ the detective assumes
a disguise in the ilnpe that the suspect wall
penetrate it, and thereby be decoved into

lollowing Sherlock Holmes to his home.
is how Mi Norwood effected the make-up,

which is intentionally transparenl.

Film

upr which I wse for Sherlock Holmes himself,
and, moreover, must be either adjusted or
removed in full view of the comers, so that
the audience may see that no Jdouble has
been employed.,

Again, knowing that the disguises are a
leading feature of the film stories, cinena
avdiences will naturally be on the look-out
for them—which remders deception far more
difficult than it would be in real life, where
the detective woulkd
mingle, unlooked for
with the crowd.

" In addition to the
faeipl |1_|‘#|g[n-|.'u, (T
cha acter kits re-
quired for the various
parts have to be care
I'IiilrHJ--llHILl.nlt_,Lan
L. and H. Nathan
have been moe
emful in illlll‘!'llll',:
these for me,

Naturally, 1 take
v very great delight
in testing my dis
Biises upon -1"\'| TV
canceivable occasion,
and in connection
with my impersona
tion of the taxi«lriver
I martowly escaped
being ejected forcibly
from the studo,

Having adjusted
the make-up, which
v will see entirely
alters the shape of my
face, 1 stood about in
the studio tosee if any
of mv confréres would
recogmize mo.  Pre-
ently 1 saw the man
aging director, Mr
_!l'“l'i'_\' Bernerd, to
whom, of course, [ am
well known, wlisper
sine instruchions 1o
one of his staff, where-
upon the lattar ap-
proached me with an
air of authority and
ordertd me to pet
outsde.,

**Lor lumme ! * 1
exclaimed, in a hoarse wvoice, "1 ain't doin’
no ‘arm, am [? I'm wnaiting for some
bloke ‘ere, and you don't think I'm going
to ‘ang about outside in the perishin® cold,
do ver ? *

** At this juncture, the managing director,
fearing that blood would be shed, was about
to intervens when the prodocer called
"Mr. Norwood, amd 1 \.h-]_rllwl

This

I'II".'I‘“'I'
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In thie character the make-up consists ef a false
nose, pincesnez, and moustache, which are
mode in one piece, removable in an instant.
The disguise was, however, nufficiently realistic
to enable Mr, Norwood to play a pactical
joke upon the producer,

stradght into the scene, leaving behiod
me two -|u-n':llu--.- men who wondered
if thev were ‘seving things "1

“Another disguise for *A Scandal
in Bohemia.' a photograph of which
appears herewith, was tested n a
similar manner. A few days before
we commenced work on the first of
the series | r!llnlll‘tl the falso nose,
pince-nez, and moustache (which are
made in one | ), and wearing a
huge ulster I walked into the studio
with my knees bent, reducing my
height to about five feet four inches,
Assuming a weak and pervous voice, |
approached my friend Maurice !-'!'ru-_'.',
the producer

“ “Please, 1've beon told to see vou
about the part of Dr. Watson,” T saud

A scene hom the
flm version of “ A
Scandal in Bolemia,”
in Which nl’ullhc:
effective  disguise s
shown.
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ik lma.fmu] 1 are too short,” he replied,
politely ; ur moustache is much
too heavy lul-' the character.’

“fBot Dr. Watsonm had' a mowstache,
didd he not 7 1 wailed,

ki - hut—wclt, I'm sorry, but you
are quite upsoitable.’

“*Then how would T do for Sheriock
Holmes ¢ * | asked, reverting to my natural
voice and drawing myself up to my full
hetght.  The expression on my victim's face
lafiles deseription !

* Muaurice Eh‘tf'. the best of friends and
the most tactinl o lpmdmers-. will, I amsure,
forgive me li I tell you one more anscdote
at his ex

* 1 must m:ptam that I have succeeded in

* pulling his leg * so many times when trying
my new dis that he has become
thnruu;.;h]*_l.- suspicious of me, and is con-
i't.m'ltlv on the alert lest he should be caught

T 1 was sitting in the studio
uwn:tmg my call, disguised ns the old bald-
headed Nmmﬂnmust minister, when Mr,
Elvey entered. 1 nodded to him afiably,
and ‘he returned the compliment, though
without sceming to recognize me, and
on, In the middlc of the floar he stopped
and pazed round him as though he were
looking for somcbody, then he walked
straight vp to a tall super who was disguised
'unth ashy e bmw!t and a heavy moustache
and blaPpud m heartily on the back,

It's np use, Eille, old man, I've found
yvou out this time," he exclaimed, g’lwf-n]lv

**That's where vou're wrong' said the
old minister, who by tiis time was ata.nr.lmg
at hla el bow, “Try again.’

1 am now living in deadly foarthat Elvey
will some day find a means of getting his
own back ! *

Perhaps the most successful disguise of
the series is that of the Japanese opium-
smaker in ** The Man with the Twisted Lip,"
which, strange though it may seem, was
carried out without the application of any
groase-paint whatewer,

Naturally, Mr, Nnnmnd 15 not prepared
to give away his " trade secrets,” but with-
nut revealing too much it may be said that

the effect wos produced by distorting the
features by & process of strapping (the ap-
paratus for which is concea’ed by the wig),
and that he'wore a special set of false teeth
in order to alter the shuﬁ the mouth,
These who see the film will be able to nhserw
these details for themselves, for the
iz removed piece by piece in o close-up view,

In the case of the tramp disguise there are
no false featurss of any deseription—the
irregular effect of the nose being obtained
by judicious shading, and the droop of the

lower eyelid by a process of strapping some-
what similar to that employed in the ™ Jap ™
makn-u;:ﬂ_

Anot! highly successful make-up in
which the features are distorted (8 that
of the newsvendor in " The Tiper of San
Pedro, It will be noticed that the ears
are beat forward, the nostrils are distended,
and the lower lip is curled over, all of which
offects were procdduced by ingenious devices
of Mr, Norwood's own anvention, Needless
to say these disguises, as well as that of
the taxi-driver (in which the chesks are
padded on the inside), are extremely
uncomfortable, and cannot be worn for
more than about an hour ut a time. In
this respect, if in no other, the film actor
has the advantage over his brother of the
theatre, for, if needs be, the producer amd
cumora men will wait whilst the actors take
a rost, whereas an audience in the theatre
wiuld soon hecome impatient if they were
expected to give the performers a long
interval every time their disguises began to
tire them |

Another make-up from " A Scandal in
Bohemis "' is that of the actor with the
pointed beard. Although the disguise i
not quite =0 complicated, Mr, g
experienced considerable difficulty in con-
cealing the join between the beard and the
face. Ewventoally he succeeded in  over-
coming the obstacle, but no amount of
coaxing will persuade him to reveal the
secret of the beard which, besides being
convincing, may be affixed and removed in
an instant,

The d:sgtusu. of the Colonel in *" The
Empty Houwse " appears, at first sight, a
little abvious and ** theatrical,” and lest it
should be thought that in this instance the
actor has failed to obtain an entirely con-
vincing effect, it may be as well 1o explain
that, for the purposes of the story, the
disguise is imlended to be penetmble, for
Sherlock Holmes enters the house of a
suspect in this make-up in the hope that the
latter will recognize him and thus be decoyed

into following him home,

Bearing these facts in mind, one cannot
but n:llllire the skilfol manner in which Mr.
Norwood has evalved a disguise which,
without being too painfully obvious, is just
sufficient to arouse our sus

The Sherlock Holmes picture pln'_l,rn, though
necessarily reconstructed  for film purposes,
R R B M

n  and i
mmtn.mwmm me tive ﬁg wonld
almost feel inclined tn say that Sherkck
Holmes has been  rendered even  more

* immortal * by the acting and make-up of
Eille Norwood;




