
Dec 25 #1                           Scuttlebutt from the Spermaceti Press® 

 
‘Tis the season: the most comprehensive season’s greetings received here 
were from the Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum.  “Whether you are cel-
ebrating Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Bodhi Day, Yule, Dongzhi, Las Posa-
das, Omisoka, or another meaningful winter tradition—or simply taking time 
for rest and reflection—we hope the season brings peace, light, and con- 
nection.” 
 
Mark Gatiss always is interesting; you can read an in-depth interview with 
him in Country Life <www.tinyurl.com/58ffewce>.  For anyone who has just 
arrived in the Sherlockian world, Gatiss was a co-creator of the BBC One 
“Sherlock” television series, in which he played a spectacular Mycroft. 
 
The “Watson” television series is popular with CBS-TV viewers (who contin-
ue to enjoy hospital and mystery shows).  The 10th episode of the second 
season was broadcast on Dec. 15, when the series went on hiatus, and the 
last three episodes will air beginning on Mar. 1.  Then we’ll see if the 
series is renewed for a third season. 
 
More about “Sherlock Holmes and the 12 Days of Christmas” (now running at 
the Birmingham Rep): Scott Monty and Burt Wolder have interviewed Humphrey 
Ker and David Reed, the writers and stars of the show, at the “I Hear of 
Sherlock Everywhere” podcast <www.tinyurl.com/5e87eym7>. 
 
The British film “The Case of Marcel Duchamp” (1984) is one of the more 
unusual Sherlockian films (with Guy Rolfe as Holmes, Raymond Francis as 
Watson, and Rrose Sélavy as Duchamp), and Jennie Paton has discovered it at 
YouTube <www.youtube.com/watch?v=xj5Ebaj7EGY>.  If you find the film con-
fusing (as may well be the case), you are welcome to read a detailed dis-
cussion of it at <www.tinyurl.com/48ytcvtz>, and learn why this is the on-
ly film credit for Rrose Sélavy at the Internet Movie Data Base, 
 
It’s always nice when experts agree with you about a book you recommended: 
the Washington Post’s year-end “50 notable works of non-fiction from 2025” 
included Rebecca Romney’s Jane Austen’s Bookshelf: A Rare Book Collector’s 
Quest to Find the Women Writers Who Shaped a Legend (Mar 25 #2). 
 
Hugh Bonneville has now narrated all 54 of the Canonical short stories for 
BBC Sound <www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0k9tzr0>.  They’re also available at 
Noiser <www.noiser.com> (May 25 #4), along with other material, including 
some of the stories in German; just search for [sherlock holmes] and [con-
an doyle]. 
 
The December issue of Ineffable Twaddle (the newsletter published by the 
Sound of the Baskervilles) carried a report on Shannon Wallace’s presenta-
tion on “The Devil’s Foot” at the society’s August meeting, and a link to 
the web-site of the Devil’s Foot Beverage Company <www.devilsfootbrew> in 
in Ashville, N.C.  The company offers Devil’s Foot Root Beer and four va-
rieties of Devil’s Foot Ginger Beer, which would seem to be thoroughly ap-
propriate to have available when your society discusses the story. 
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Dec 25 #2   I’ve not seen anything about this in the press here, but there  
            is a BBC News story that may be of interest to those writing to 
and from Denmark <www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3v37plv2edo>.  The end of 
letter deliveries in this digital age in Denmark does suggest that at some 
point the U.S. Postal Service will start thinking seriously about just how 
much money it loses delivering a letter from Maine to Hawaii, which is of 
course much farther than anything travels in Denmark.  It’s also possible 
that a much higher percentage of Danes are using the Internet, considering 
that there are many areas in the U.S. that do not yet have good access to 
the Internet, and sometimes none at all. 

 
“Holmes & Watson: A Perfect Pair” is Scott Monty’s headline on a nice vid-
eo advertisement <www.tinyurl.com/2v5zwu6u> for Ghirardelli chocolate, re-
ported at his “I Hear of Sherlock Everywhere” podcast. 
 
Gōshō Aoyama’s “Detective Conan” is a massively popular manga in Japan and 
many other countries (with 270 million copies sold, as well as a long ser-
ies of animations).  Jennie Paton has reported an interesting video about 
Aoyama and his creation <www.youtube.com/watch?v=c84AVEo4kX0>. 
 
Sherlock’s Bar in Southsea <www.sherlocks-bar.co.uk>, which honors Conan 
Doyle (who created Sherlock Holmes in Southsea), made the news this month 
when the Portsmouth News reported (Dec. 4) <www.tinyurl.com/mrxbvyt> that 
the Portsmouth City Council approved reclassifying Sherlock’s from a res-
taurant to a bar. 
 
Tom Stoppard died on Nov. 29.  The famous British playwright’s first suc- 
cess was “Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead” (1966), and he went on to 
write for stage, screen, radio, and television.  He received many awards 
for his work, including a knighthood (1997) and the Order of Merit (2000).  
In 1994 he was commissioned by Steven Spielberg to write the script for an 
animated film version of “Cats” for Spielberg’s Amblimation studio, to be 
released by Universal in 1997, but the film was never produced. 
 
Carolyn Senter presided over <www.sherlock-holmes.com> for many years with 
her husband Joel, in business as Classic Specialties, selling and publish-
ing a wide variety of Sherlockiana, and she has now put the domain name up 
for sale (just click on the URL).  The asking price is $5,000 (but Carolyn 
notes that the price is completely negotiable). 
 
Rob Nunn had reported that the block of rooms for Holmes in the Heartland 
(the conference planned by the Parallel Case of St. Louis for July 24-26) 
is filling quickly, and encourages early registration.  Details are avail-
able at their web-site <www.shorturl.at/B3onQ>. 
 
More on the sad fate of the Lyndhurst Park Hotel (Conan Doyle is said to 
have designed the entrance of the hotel and its battlement style terraces 
in 1912): the hotel was demolished last year (Jul 24 #2) and now the de-
veloper is building apartments and houses on the site.  A local Hampshire 
newspaper recently ran a report (Dec. 4) <www.tinyurl.com/yc5y4btm> with 
before-and-after images. 
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Dec 25 #3  “The Curious Case of the Masked Magician” is a new Holmes-and- 
           Watson magic show that will premiere on Jan. 31 at the Mowlem 
Theatre in Swanage, Dorset, and then tour in Britain throughout 2026.  It 
was created by Peter Clifford and David Hoare (aka The Great Baldini), who 
star as Holmes and Watson, and directed by John Nicholson, co-creator of 
the Peepolykus three-person “The Hound of the Baskervilles” (2007).  There 
is much more information about the show at <www.masquedmagician.com>, and 
it sounds like great fun indeed. 
 
Registration’s now open for the “And It’s Always 1895” conference planned 
by the Torists International in Chicago on Oct. 23-25 (Jul 25 #6).  Their 
web-site’s at <www.anditisalways1895.org>, and you will be able to attend 
the annual dinner of the Hounds of the Baskerville (sic). 
 
From many years ago: Anthony Newley and Harvey Korman as Holmes and Watson 
in a skit on the “Carol Burnett Show” (Dec. 23, 1973), reported by Jennie 
Paton at YouTube <www.youtube.com/watch?v=v9XLAn9X4xo>. 
 
For anyone who has the Pantasy building-brick version of the house at 221B 
Baker Street (May 24 #3), Jennie Paton has found a YouTube reel from some-
one who discovered a secret hidden in the depths of the model, explained at 
<www.youtube.com/shorts/MzarDYpAszo>. 
 
“Silent Sherlock: Three Classic Cases” is now showing in “select cinemas” 
in the U.K. and Ireland <www.tinyurl.com/yc35bjn9>. They’re the three Eil-
le Norwood films from the 1920s digitally restored by the British Film In-
stitute (Nov 25 #5).  And the BFI web-site had David Parkinson’s fine ar-
ticle on “10 Great Sherlock Holmes Films and TV Adaptations” on Dec 11 at 
<www.tinyurl.com/55tzuam3>. 
 
Road Scholar <www.roadscholar.org> was founded in 1975, and offers a wide 
variety of in-person and on-line courses, including two of possible inter-
est to Sherlockians and Doyleans; just search for [sherlock]. 
 
Lot 935 at Propstore’s auction on Dec. 7 <www.tinyurl.com/mp4c5hs5>, with 
the production-made copy of The Strand Magazine used in the Granada series 
(Nov 25 #3), estimated at £1500-£3000, was bought for £1890 (including the 
buyer’s premium). 
 
Typecasting as Sherlock Holmes: it was published at The Onion’s web-site a 
year ago <www.tinyurl.com/5bxt5j6d>, and only now gets into the newsletter 
(thanks to a reminder from Dan Stashower). 
 
Variety has published (Dec. 9) <www.tinyurl.com/mtyaar27> “first look” im-
ages from the upcoming “Young Sherlock” television series due next year on 
Prime Video; you can see all of the images at <www.tinyurl.com/7vuju6n2>.  
Variety also reported (Dec. 18) <www.tinyurl.com/mr2u6pca> that all eight 
episodes will be available on Mar. 4 (Guy Ritchie directed the first two 
episodes, and is executive producer of the series).  And there’s a teaser 
at <www.youtube.com/watch?v=R-NEi8tRC8Q&t=70s>.  Note: Prime Video is the 
new name for Amazon Prime Video (which merged with MGM Studios in 2023). 
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Dec 25 #4   “There’s No One More Obsessive Than Sherlock Holmes Fans.  And  
            I Should Know” was the headline on an article by Damian Thomp-
son at The Spectator’s web-site on Dec. 13; their web-site has a pay-wall, 
but fortunately the web-site of the magazine’s Australian edition doesn’t, 
and you can read the article at <www.tinyurl.com/6rk2knkk>.  Thompson does 
well at explaining how we play our Grand Game.  One should note that the 
headline in the print edition was “The Game’s Afoot: Why Are We Still So 
Obsessed with Sherlock Holmes?” 
 
“Selections from the Collection of President and Mrs. Jimmy Carter” will be 
offered at auction in January at Christie’s in New York, and one of the 
lots <www.tinyurl.com/hk85h7mx> is “a collection of sixteen books owned by 
President Carter during his childhood.”  One of the books being a reprint 
edition of some of the Sherlock Holmes stories.  The estimate for the lot 
is $1,000-$1,500. 
 
Also at auction next month, at Bruun Rasmussen in Denmark, is a Sherlock                                                                            
watermark detector <www.bruun-rasmussen.dk/m/lots/E395975A9121>, estimated 
at 600 DKK (about $95.00).  Modern stamp collectors may or may not remem- 
ber using carbon tetrachloride in a watermark tray; that ended when it was 
decided that carbon tetrachloride was hazardous.  You can see what’s done 
now in a video at <www.tinyurl.com/4xjzewtp>. 
 
An article on “The Adventure of the Sherlock Holmes Artifacts” in the win-
ter 2026 issue of Minnesota Alumni <www.tinyurl.com/38khupc4> celebrates 
Denny Dobry’s donation of his recreation of the sitting-room to the Sher-
lock Holmes Collections at the University of Minnesota. 
 
The future doesn’t lie ahead, it’s here right now: the library system in 
Montgomery County, Md., will soon go cash-less <www.tinyurl.com/2jsbk5sk>.  
Patrons will be able to use library printers free (15 black-and-white and 
two color copies a day); additional copies will be charged to library-card 
accounts that patrons can refresh on-line with credit cards.  In addition, 
ear buds and flash drives will be available free on a limited basis. 
 
The Murder Game: Play, Puzzles & the Golden Age, by John Curran (London: 
Collins Crime Club, 2025; 458 pp., $30.00) is a detailed and scholarly ex-
amination of the mystery genre that began in the 1920s, when “fair play” 
became so important to authors and their readers.  Due attention is paid to 
Conan Doyle’s expert and innovative story-telling, but the emphasis is on 
what happened when authors followed (or ignored) the rules set by Ron-ald 
Knox and others. 
 
An interesting manuscript item was at auction at eBay this month: a signed 
quotation from “The Dancing Men” <www.tinyurl.com/3pfk8bjt> that included 
four words in the story’s cipher.  It was bought for £820, by someone who 
obviously believed that it was authentic (a belief not shared by a number 
of Sherlockians).  The seller appears to be an individual, rather than a 
dealer, located in Poland, who has offered and sold a number of autographs 
<www.tinyurl.com/b6sumn2w>, explaining that they’re from her late grand-
father’s autograph collection. 
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Dec 25 #5   “Gold in a Goose’s Crop” read the headline on a story in the         
            Ashcroft Journal (Jan. 5, 1901), discovered by Barbara Roden, 
who edits the newspaper in British Columbia.  “A mild sensation has been 
caused in New Westminster by the discovery of $12.50 in coarse gold as big 
as flax seed in the crop of a wild goose, which was killed at Pitt Lake, 28 
miles from New Westminster,” according to the story, “Many prospectors have 
started for the scene of the supposed gold placers.”  Something that will 
be of interest to Sherlockian scholars interested in “The Blue Car-buncle” 
and the debate launched by Mildred Sammons (in the Chicago Trib-une on Dec. 
26, 1946) about whether geese have crops. 
 
Arturo Pérez-Reverte’s The Final Problem (New York: Mulholland, 2026; 320 
pp., $29.00), finally available in English, is a splendid Sherlockian mys-
tery that features Ormond Basil, a washed-up actor who starred as Sherlock 
Holmes in 15 Hollywood films and now finds himself forced to solve a clas-
sic locked-room mystery, and three murders, on an isolated Greek island in 
the 1960s.  It’s all entertaining and intriguing, and recommended. 
 
Sherlockian connections to Presidents have been in short supply in recent 
years, with none for George W. Bush, Barak Obama, or Joe Biden.  But (for-
warded without comment: <www.tinyurl.com/3hdhcbth> [Nov 25 #5].  Alas: the 
URL didn’t work for many people.  Try <www.tinyurl.com/mjcam2sa>, which is 
the official report rather than a newspaper story.  Or you can just search 
for [trump dog that hasn’t barked]. 
 
Gyles Brandreth’s short story “Murder at the Palace!” (which was published 
in the Daily Mail in 2018) has Arthur Conan Doyle and Oscar Wilde solving a 
mystery at Buckingham Palace.  Now you can listen to him read the story at 
the Black Country Radio podcast <www.tinyurl.com/239a3z6w>.  It’s also 
conveniently available at Spotify <www.tinyurl.com/2eeahj9w> and at Apple 
Podcasts <www.tinyurl.com/w9uwsepm>.  Apparently Stephen Fry narrated the 
story for The Crime Hub podcast in 2019, but that recording seems not to be 
available now. 
 
“Missing Sherlock Holmes Dollhouse Returns to U Collection, the Largest of 
Its Kind in the World” was the headline on a story in the Minneapolis Star 
Tribune (Dec. 21) <www.tinyurl.com/2jn6fjd2>.  Dorothy Rowe Shaw’s twelve-
room miniature of 221B Baker Street, which sustained serious water damage 
in 2020; the repairs have taken three years to complete, and the miniature 
will be back on display in the beginning of 2026. 
 
It’s possible that the legal battles over the Sherlock Holmes Museum will 
never come to an end.  “Boss of Sherlock Holmes Museum Wins Fight to Evict 
Brother from £1m Home in 10-Year Feud” was the headline on a story in the 
Daily Mirror in 2013 (Feb 23 #1).  Now the Sun’s headline is “Owner of £20 
Million Tourist Attraction Locked in ‘Cataclysmic’ Court Fight with Sister 
Over Claims He Owes Her £500,000” <www.tinyurl.com/2zvh6kva>.  There was a 
similar story in the Daily Mail <www.tinyurl.com/5crpfknw>; the Aidiniantz 
family’s legal battles began in 2012, and they have appeared in court more 
than 100 times and racked up more than a dozen judgments.  A final judg-
ment in the current case might come next year. 
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Dec 25 #6   The first “Great Sherlockian Whimsical Tour” was held in 2005,  
            and now there has been second one: a five-day odyssey through 
Oklahoma, Texas, and New Mexico, tracking down 39 locations that have hid-
den ties to the Canon.  You can hear Greg Ruby and Steve Mason explain it 
all in an interview with Scott Monty and Burt Wolder at their “I Hear of 
Sherlock Everywhere” podcast <www.tinyurl.com/824kmxat>. 
 
Mystery author Hank Phillippi Ryan presides over the Crime Time podcast, 
and recently interviewed Nicholas Meyer <www.tinyurl.com/32x7jep8>.  It’s 
always fun when a good writer interviews another good writer. 
 
What might have been: from Radio Wolinsky’s “The Probability Archive” at 
KPFA-FM (Berkeley) on Dec. 21: a 1980s interview with science-fiction film 
director Jack Arnold <www.tinyurl.com/5evdefvp>.  At 63:35 he discusses a 
remake of “The Lost World” that never went beyond pre-planning.  He also 
directed two episodes of the series “Holmes and Yo-yo” (1976-1977), which 
featured Richard B. Shull as Detective Alexander Holmes.  John Landis, who 
was involved in Arnold’s project, went on to be executive producer on the 
Australian film of “Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s Lost World” (1999) and 44 ep-
isodes of the television series (1999-2001). 
 
From PBS-TV in 1992, kindly forwarded by Jannie Paton: Vincent Twice [not a 
misprint] introducing a segment of Mysterious Theater that starred Sher-
lock Hemlock <www.youtube.com/watch?v=9EY5kvGaGlE>. 
 
Theater of the Mind (Radio You Can See) broadcast Philip Grecian’s “Sher-
lock Holmes and the Giant Rat of Sumatra” (with Philip Grecian as Sherlock 
Holmes and Dané Shobu as John H. Watson) on KTWU-TV (Topeka) on Feb. 17, 
2023 <www.tinyurl.com/3d5ub7se>, Jennie Paton notes.  They also broadcast 
Philip Grecian’s “Sherlock Holmes and the Hound of the Baskervilles” (with 
Philip Grecian as Sherlock Holmes) and Cliff Alfrey as Dr. John H. Watson) 
on Oct. 16, 2011 <www.tinyurl.com/4wb3rx7m>. 
 
There’s not much theatrical news, for a change. Ken Ludwig’s “Baskerville” 
has been scheduled at the Manhattan Arts Center in Manhattan, Kans., Jan. 
23-Feb. 1 <www.manhattanarts.org>; and at the Cortland Repertory Theatre in 
Cortland, N.Y., June 17-26 <www.cortlandrep.org>. 
 
David Crump’s “Sherlock Holmes and the Hound of the Basketcases—The Pan-
to!” will premiere at the Roxley Village Hall in Thorpe St. Andrew, Norf., 
Feb.5-7 
 
Jarrod Chambers’ new “Sherlock Holmes and the Locked Room” will be staged 
at the Gladstone Theatre in Ottawa, Ont., Feb. 18-28; their web-site’s at 
<www.thegladstone.ca>. 
 
The Pantaloons will tour their “Sherlock Holmes and the Hound of the Bas-
kervilles” in the U.K., May 9-Aug. 6 <www.thepantaloons.co.uk/holmes>. 
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