Nov 25 #1 Scuttlebutt from the Spermaceti Press®

Thomas R. Hutchinson’s script for “The Adventure of the Three Garridebs”
(1937), the fTirst Sherlock Holmes television broadcast, was published in
Lenox R. Lohr”s Television Broadcasting: Production, Economics, Technique
(McGraw Hill, 1940) and reprinted in Peter Haining’s The Mammoth Book of
Movie Detectives & Screen Crimes (Carroll & Graf, 1998); both are avail-
able from on-line book dealers. The program was broadcast live by NBC, so
no recording is available.

It has been a while since a report of a Sherlockian jigsaw (purists com-
plain about the phrase “jigsaw puzzle’), and this one’s thoroughly minor,
by White Mountain Puzzles offers a “Café Bookstore” ($19.99) with a small
image of a Sherlockian book <www.tinyurl.com/5ayk8uzt>.

Fans of Sherlock Snoopy will welcome GameMill Entertainment’s new computer
game “Snoopy & The Great Mystery Club” which was released on Oct. 10. You
can watch a trailer for the game at <www.tinyurl.com/yn8ntfwh>.

“First Came the Louvre Heist, Then Came the Memes” was the headline on a
story at the NPR web-site (on Oct. 25) <www.tinyurl.com/kkan9b58> that in-
cluded a photograph of Laurence Deloision (as Arsene Lupin) with Thierry
Gilibert (as Sherlock Holmes), members of the Cercle Holmésien de Paris.

Cliff Goldfarb was the first to report a Sherlockian connection to the new
Burevestnik nuclear-powered and nuclear-armed cruise missile unveiled by

Vladimir Putin last month: Burevestnik iIs the storm petrel in Russia, and
stormy petrels are mentioned in “The Reigate Squires” and “The Naval Trea-

ty”.

Scott Monty has updated his “Tips for Making the Most of the BSI Weekend”
page at “l Hear of Sherlock Everywhere” <www.tinyurl._.com/2u93veed>. It’s
recommended for old hands as well as new. The “Big Apple” can be intimi-
dating at times, but it needn’t be.

Jennie Paton has reported a “Sherlock Holmes Meets Dorothy” animation, and
wondered why Holmes is shown with antlers <www.tinyurl.com/32aczahj>. See
below for a possible answer to the question.

The Lilly Library’s web-page for on-line exhibitions offers an interesting
list of 15 exhibits <www._tinyurl._com/27cftkyv>, and the last (and most in-
teresting one) is “The History of The Baker Street Irregulars Through 221
Objects” <www.tinyurl_com/ydkf94xp>. It’s well worth a tour, to see what
sort of material can be found In the BSI Trust Archives.

“75 Years of the Sherlock Holmes Klubben i Danmark™ (edited by Jens Bys-
kov Jensen) is the title of the Baker Street Journal’s 2025 Christmas An-
nual, which is available only to those who subscribe to the BSJ. There is
still time for you to subscribe for 2025: 5 issues including the Christmas
Annual) <www.bakerstreetirregulars.com/2001/05/01/subscribe-bsj>; $46.00
to the U.S., and $60 international, and the deadline is Dec. 5.
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Nov 25 #2 Boston. April 8.-After reading Sir Conan Doyle’s “The Hounds

of the Baskervilles,” which tells of a ghostly dog that tears
the throat of Sir Hugo Baskerville and leaves him dead on the moor, Marcus
J. Long, sixty-five, chopped to pieces all the keys and strings of the pi-
ano, smashed a $1,000 violin and then committed suicide by inhaling illu-
minating gas.” Spotted in the Fort Wayne Daily News, Apr. 8, 1909, by an
anonymous contributor to The Stranger’s Room at Facebook.

“Eccentric, Awe-Inspiring, and a Home-from-Home for Literary Giants” was
the headline on a post to the Country Life web-site about the London Li-
brary celebration of its 180 years of history <www.tinyurl.com/38thzxnd>.
And yes, there’s a mention of “The Illustrious Client”.

Prunella Scales died on Oct. 27. Perhaps best known for her role as Sybil
Fawlty on television in “Fawlty Towers” (1975/1979), she began her career
as an actor on stage in 1951 and went on to star on stage, film, and tele-
vision. Her credits included Glynis in the Peter Cook/Dudley Moore film
“The Hound of the Baskervilles” (1978).

The Rev. Sabine Baring-Gould, was a grandfather of William S. Baring-Gould
and a character in Laurie R. King”’s The Moor (2007), as well as the author
of The Book of Were-Wolves (1865). The Public Domain Review has provided a
link to the book on-line at <www.tinyurl.com/4rfn6n8c>.

Javier A. Gonzalez’s A Study in Chronology: A Study of the Chronology of
the Sherlock Holmes Canon (2023; 456 pp., $20.00) (available only from Am-
azon) was discovered by Bruce Harris and reported to the Sherlockian Chro-
nologist Guild last month as “something to celebrate,” and is a splendid
addition to the literature about Canonical chronology, Gonzalez discusses
the conclusions of early chronologists as well as his own, and is knowl-
edgable and readable.

Jennie Paton wondered why Sherlock Holmes is shown with antlers in an ani-
mation <www.tinyurl.com/32aczahj>, and Matthew Elliott suggested that Al
was asked to show Sherlock Holmes in a deerstalker.

Thomas A. Dandrew 11 (“The Naval Treaty’) died on Oct. 31. He was a tenth-
grade English teacher for almost 40 years, and avid sports fan, founder of
Altamont’s Agents, and editor of all 61 issues of their newsletter Naval
Signals. He received his Investiture from the Baker Street Irregulars in
1978.

George Sanger (mentioned in “The Veiled Lodger”) had a colorful life and
wrote an autobiography Seventy Years a Showman (published in 1910 with a
long introduction by Kenneth Grahame) that is well worth reading. It is
nice that it’s conveniently available at the Internet Archive.

Ann Marlowe has reported a Marx Brothers film “Humor Risk” (1921) in which
(according to the Internet Movie Data Base) “Harpo played the hero, a de-
tective named Watson.” There’s a long entry about the long-lost and nev-
er-released film at Wikipedia, and one can only hope that it will turn up
somewhere, eventually. See also Marxology <www.tinyurl.com/4uvtpf29>.
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Nov 25 #3  The Beacon Society continues to publish i1ts “quarterly gazette

for younger Sherlockians everywhere,” and the autumn issue of
Sherlock”s Spotlight is available at their web-site (check the menu at the
left) <www._beaconsociety.com>; the contents include material both by and
for younger fTollowers of the Great Detective, and the gazette is intended
to provide younger Sherlockians with information and entertainment.

Department of intriguing non-Sherlockian book titles: A. M. Muffaz“s The
Society of Vegetarian Cannibals (PS Publishing, 2025).

Search your attic: Adrian Nebbett has discovered Milton Bradley’s “Alfred
Hitchcock Presents Why” board game (released in 1958, and reissued with
different box art in 1961 and in1967). One of the characters was Shylock
Bones (in Sherlockian costume), and you can see an image of the pieces in
an article about the game as <www.tinyurl.com/yv8x447y>.

It has been many years since the last mention of Billy Childish and Thee
Headcoats (May 97 #3). Don Crane, leader of the British rhythm-and-blues
band Downliner Sect, wore a deerstalker (which he called a headcoat) and
influenced Billy Childish, whose garage-rock records include “Sound of the
Baskervilles” and “My Dear Watson”. Their latest album is “The Sherlock
Holmes Rhythm “n” Beat Vernacular” <www.tinyurl._.com/4sjvfmxs>, and you can
sample one of their songs at the web-site of the Damaged Goods record la-
bel <www.tinyurl.com/3e5pkmkc>.

“Dear Holmes” (spotted by Aziz Adam) is a mysteries-by-mail challenge that
has been around for a while, favorably reviewed in newspapers and on-line
<www .dearholmes.com>.

Propstore’s auction on Dec. 7 will include material from BBC One’s “Sher-
lock” television series (with Cumberbatch and Freeman): lot 935 includes
eight newspapers, a sign, and a production-made copy of The Strand Maga-
zine <www.tinyurl.com/mp4c5hs5>, estimated at £1500-£3000. The cover of
the magazine says that it is the Oct. 1895 issue, and a wrap-around band
advertises “The Blue Carbuncle” (the magazine’s inside pages, needless to
say, are blank). The auction house doesn’t say which episode showed the
magazine, so the fortunate auction winner will need to watch the series.

News from Crowborough: the local railway station now displays a sign that
notes that the town was the home of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. The sign was
unveiled on Oct. 30 <www.tinyurl.com/y9espe22>. The Travel and Tour World
web-site <www.tinyurl._com/yuu37tf5> story included an artistic rendering of
The Great Detective at the station (but if you read to the end you’ll find
that the image was created with Al).

Crowborough also made news when the government announced last month that
the Crowborough Training Camp would be repurposed to provide temporary ac-
commodation for asylum seekers. A post to the Conservation Woman web-site
on Nov. 5 <www.tinyurl._.com/4nzd4jse> reported strong local opposition to
the plan. The Training Camp is not far from the Beacon Golf Club, where
Conan Doyle served as the Club’s captain in 1910 (Oct 25 #4).
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Nov 25 #4 Millie of the Manor, written by Karina Evans and illustrated

by Andrea Bell (New York: HarperAlley, 2025; 204 pp., $15.99),
is an imaginative and charming graphic novel for children ages 8-12, about
a young girl who enjoys reading Sherlock Holmes stories, suffers from se-
vere social anxiety, and is able to overcome that problem at a murder-mys-
tery birthday party.

A few copies of the 30th-anniversary limited edition of Laurie R. King’s

The Beekeeper’s Apprentice (Aug 25 #6), signed and illustrated, and with

scans of the first five pages of the manuscript, are still available from
Midworld Press ($140.00) <www.tinyurl.com/nhaept6n>.

The summer issue of The Magic Door (published by the Friends of the Arthur
Conan Doyle Collection at the Toronto Public Library) offers Cliff Gold-
farb’s discussion of postcard sellers Raphael Tuck & Sons, new Sherlock-
ian scholarship, and Jesse Amaolo”s news about new additions to the Col-
lection. You can request a copy of the newsletter from Cliff Goldfarb at
the Toronto Public Library, 789 Yonge Street, Toronto, ON M4W 2GB, Canada)
<cgoldfarb221@gmail .com>.

“Sherlock Holmes: Cracking the Case” (a new exhibition that opened at the
Pointe-a-Calliére in Montréal on Nov. 27 and will close on Mar. 8); their
web-site is at <www.pacmusee.qc.caZen/exhibitions/detail/sherlock-holmes>.
The exhibition is similar to but not the same as the long-running touring
“International Sherlock Holmes Exhibition” created by the Exhibits Devel-
opment Group.

The 46th annual “Saturday with Sherlock Holmes” (at the Enoch Pratt Free
Library in Baltimore on Nov. 1) offered, as usual, an excellent assortment
of Sherlockian presentations. |If you missed the festivities, you are wel-
come to watch the event on-line at <www.youtube.com/live/fpOhkVVRCgk>.

Scott Bond (“The Copper Beeches™) died on Nov. 13. He was a talented ar-
tist whose work was published widely, and included many years of full-page
cartoons iIn the Baker Street Journal. Scott was an energetic and enthusi-
astic member of Sherlockian societies in Philadelphia and then Columbus.
He received his Investiture from the Baker Street Irregulars in 1983, and
the BSI’s prestigious Two Shilling Award in 2000.

William Oxer’s painting “The Muse or Like for Like” (one of three commis-
sioned for Phil Growick’s anthology The Art of Sherlock Holmes (published
by MX Publishing in 2019) will be offered again at Anglia Car Auctions in
Norfolk on Dec. 6, estimated at £12,000-£15,000 <www.tinyurl._com/4c6npx9z>.
The painting was offered last year (Dec 24 #1), but went unsold.

Reported: Murder on the Menu: Recipes from Sleuthing Stars, edited by Pat-
tie Tierney (Feb 25 #3) is now available as a trade paperback from Amazon
(286 pp-., $12.99) with recipes from contributors such as actors Steven Fry
(Mycroft), John Thaw (Jonathan Small) and Rosalie Williams (Mrs. Hudson);
authors Lloyd Biggle Jr., Loren D. Estleman, Daniel D. Victor, Otto Penz-
ler; and many others from the world of Sherlockians.
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Nov 25 #5 “Silent Sherlock™ (the first three Eille Norwood short films
from the 1920s digitally restored by the British Film Insti-
ture), was screened in 2024 by the BFI in London, and this month by the San
Francisco Silent Film Festival and by the American Film Institute at the
AFl Silver theater in Silver Spring, Md. You can see just how spec-tacular
the restoration is In an excerpt available at the BFI1’s Facebook page
<www . Facebook .com/watch/?v=1805541223439173>, and there’s more in-formation
about the restoration project, the films, and Eille Norwood, at
<www.redcircledc.org>. The BFI has all 47 films (45 short and 2 long) and
restoration work continues; it’s likely to be a while before enough films
have been restored to warrant release on a commercial DVD.

“Sherlock Holmes and the 12 Days of Christmas™ (the new musical with songs
by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice) has opened at the Birmingham Rep (in
the U.K.), and you can see lots of images at <www.tinyurl.com/3e6kcs4dx>.

“Fairies” was a 65-minute program broadcast as the “Play of the Week” by
BBC-2 on Sept. 27, 1978; it was a dramatization of the Cottingley fairies
in 1917, with James Grout appearing as Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Jennie Pa-
ton has found i1t on-line at <www.dailymotion.com/video/x9nhe340>.

Sherlockian connections to Presidents have been in short supply In recent
years, with none for George W. Bush, Barak Obama, or Joe Biden. But (for-
warded without comment: <www.tinyurl._com/3hdhcbth>.

The Agra Treasurers” eleventh “Holmes, Doyle, and Friends” conference will
be held at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel in Fairborn, Ohio, Mar. 20-21,
2026; theilr web-site’s at <www.agratreasurers.net> (with links to programs
for previous conferences), and registration”’s now open.

Sherlock Hemlock is familiar to every “Sesame Street” fan, with many vid-

eos available on-line, but there also are interesting guests who appear on
the series, such as <www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXEYExvVoOTE8>, Kkindly noted by
Jennie C. Paton. It’s from 2014, and there’s a formal entry at the Muppet

Wikl <www./muppet.fandom.com/wiki/Benedict_Cumberbatch>.

Tim Johnson has officially retired after 27 years as the Curator of Spe-
cial Collections and Rare Books, and 15 years as the E. W. McDiarmid Cu-
rator of the Sherlock Holmes Collection at the University of Minnesota Li-
braries. You can read their tribute to him at <www.tinyurl.com/hhfthmcb>.

The next 221B Con (A Fan Con for All Things Sherlock Holmes) is scheduled
for Apr. 10-12, 2926, in Atlanta, Ga.; registration is open, and there’s an
informative web-site at <www.22l1lbcon.com>.

Conan Doyle was mentioned only in passing in Keven Kenny’s Making Sense of
the Molly Maguires (1998). Kenny suggested that the starting point in any
attempt to rewrite the history of the Molly Maguires “is to treat the sur-
viving evidence with the skepticism it deserves," and he does just that in
this interesting book, which now has a 25th-anniversary edition (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2023; 376 pp., $29.95) with a new and interesting
preface by Kenny, who discusses “The Valley of Fear” and much more.
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Nov 25 #6  Theatrical news: Ken Ludwig’s “The Game’s Afoot” is on at the

Four County Players Mainstage in Barboursville, Va., through
Dec. 7 <www.Ffourcp.org>. It also will be produced at Theatre Arlington in
Arlington, Texas, Dec. 5-21 <www.theatrearlington.org>; at the Vortex The-
atre in Albuquerque, N_.M_., Dec. 5-28 <www.vortexabqg.org>; and at the Moose
Jaw Centre for Arts and Culture iIn Moose Jaw, Sask., Dec. 12-13--Facebook
page at <www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063278616574#>.

Mark Shanahan’s “A Sherlock Carol” is on at the Stagecrafters Theatre in
Philadelphia, Pa., through Dec. 14 <www.thestagecrafters.org>. It’s also
due at the Actors’ Mission in Rock Springs, Wyo., Dec. 18-21; web-site at
<www .actorsmission.org>.

Kate Hamill’s “Ms. Holmes & Ms. Watson—Apt. 2B” is on at the Arcola The-
atre in London through Dec. 20 <www.arcolatheatre.com>. It also will be
performed at the ldaho Shakespeare Festival in Boise, lda., June 19-July 11
<www . idahoshakespeare.org>.

Jeffrey Hatcher’s ““Sherlock Holmes and the lce Palace Murders” is due at
the Keystone High School Cafetorium in LaGrange, Ohio, Dec. 3-5; web-site
at <www.tinyurl._.com/3zrbehdp>.

John Weagly’s “Sherlock Holmes and the Christmas Clowns” will be produced
at the City Lit Theater in Chicago, Il1l_., Dec. 12-Jan. 04; their web-site
is at <www.citylit.org>.

Ken Ludwig’s “Baskerville” is due at the Granbury Opera House in Granbury,
Tex., Jan. 23-Feb. 8. 2026 <www.granburytheatrecomany.org>; and the Murry
Dinner Playhouse in Little Rock, Ark., Apr. 22-May 23 <www.murrysdp.com>.

William Gillette’s “Sherlock Holmes: The Strange Case of Miss Alice Faulk-
ner” (adapted by T. S. Forsyth) has been scheduled by the Placer Repertory
Theatre in Rocklin, Lincoln, Roseville, and Auburn, Calif., Apr. 15 to 25,
<www.placerrep.org>.

Penny Saunders” “Sherlock” ballet will be produced at the Tennessee Per-
forming Arts Center in Nashville, Tenn., on May 1-3 <www.tpac.org>.

David MacGregor’s “Sherlock Holmes and the Adventure of the Ghost Machine”
will be performed at the StageWest Theatre in Fort Worth, Tex., June 3-28,
<www . stagewest.org>.

Ken Ludwig’s “Moriarty” will be produced at the Pennsylvania Shakespeare
Festival in Center Valley, Pa., July 16-Aug. 1 <www.pashakespeare.oeg>.

“Sherlock Holmes and the 12 Days of Christmas” (the new musical with songs
written by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice) has premiered at the Birming-
ham Rep and received rave review in the British press. O0ne can only hope
the show will be produced in the U.S. next year.
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